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Get fired up! Carpenter’s Cook-Off 2025 is

on Sunday, October 19t" from 12 noon to 3 pm
at The Birchmere.

Restaurant, Caterer, and Bakery Tastings
Live Music by DJ Infinite Sounds

Live and Silent Auctions

Raffles

Family Fun

Get Your Tickets Now!




Ticket Prices

Regular (September 1 — October 17): $75 Adults (13+) | $25 Children (ages
12 and under)

At-The-Door (October 19): $100 Adults | $30 Children

Carpenter’s Cook-Off Co-Chairs: Val Hawkins Award Winner:

Neil Gillespie and Nancy DiPaolo Jennifer Poersch, Board Alum

RESTAURANTS, "YLI14 X
DATE

What The Chef, Common Hearth Bakery, Hard Times Cafe, The Wharf, Dishes of
India, The Warehouse, Union Street Public House, Royal Restaurant, Mindy's
Catering, ROCKLANDS BBQ, Nando's Peri-Peri, Pop-Up Pastries, Landini Brothers,
Pork Barrel BBQ, Continues Arcade, RedRocks Neopolitan Bistro, and Carpenter's
Cafe.

Sneak Peek: Restaurants, Caterers, Bakeries!
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Preview some of the Restaurants, Caterers and Bakeries that are participating at
Carpenter's Cook-Off 2025!

The Wharf | What The Chef | Common Hearth Bakery | Dishes of India | The
Warehouse

CELEBRITY




Chef Brian Lacayo

Chef Brian Lacayo brings 23 years of culinary arts
and restaurant management experience, working in
Zagat-rated NYC restaurants, culinary explorations in
Vietnam and Kuala Lumpur, and consulting as a chef
at Chickery Rotisserie Chicken Restaurant in Dubai.
Notably, Chef Lacayo competed in Iron Chef America
(Battle Prosciutto 2010), has been a guest chef at
the White House four times, and participated in the
DC Presidential Correspondence Brunch three times.
His accolades include winning the New York Food and  Chef Brian Lacayo,
Wine Burger Bash with Spike Mendelsohn in 2006 Continues Arcade
and serving as the chef at the Canadian Ambassador

Brunch in 2016.

Chef Michelle and Chef
Christophe Poteaux,
Owners, Bastille
Brasserie & Bar

Emily Hoang, Food Influencer

Emily Hoang is a food-loving digital strategist and
social media agency owner who's been shaping
appetites and online conversations since 2017,
before influencer marketing was even a buzzword.
She started as a local food influencer, sharing her
passion for great eats and hidden gems on
Instagram, and has since built a powerhouse
platform that helps restaurants, events, and small
businesses thrive. Known for her creative storytelling

and knack for building community, Emily blends her Emily Hoang, Food
love for food with her expertise in cultivating Influencer
authentic brand voices. Whether she’s behind the (UrNovaFoodie)

camera or behind the judge’s table, she believes the
best flavors, like the best online connections, are
made to be shared.

THANK YOU




Amazon, Passport Auto, Virginia Housing Development Authority
(VHDA), Inova, L& M Management LLC, Modera Wealth Management,
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, Deepsight, John Marshall Bank, The
Goodhart Group, Nauticon Office Solutions, Nexus Direct, State Farm,
and The UPS Store - Old Town.

Your support makes a lasting impact on the lives of those we serve. If you or
your company would like to become a sponsor or you would like to join the Host
Committee or donate an item to our live or silent auctions, please contact
Meghan Cole, Development Manager, MCole@CarpentersShelter.org.

Download the 2025 Sponsorship Form.

THANK YOU

We'd also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our amazing 2025 Cook-Off
Host Committee, a passionate circle of individuals who go above and beyond in
their support for Carpenter's Shelter.

Feast: Nosh: Nibble:
Michael Bogdanow Judy Geli Robinson Adron Krekeler
Nancy DiPaolo Ray Reddy Meg Milroy
Katherine McCarron and Shannon Steene Simone Putnam
Ben Neaderland

Mary Regan

Mary Stuart Hall

THANK YOU

ABCO Corporation, DKG Promotions, Kea Dupree Photography, PJ
Relocators
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Support Carpenter’s Shelter through Workplace Giving

Giving a little each paycheck or a few hours a month can create a more hopeful
tomorrow. Carpenter’s Shelter proudly participates in the United Way and the
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC), which makes it simple to support causes you



care about. With one pledge, you can even donate to multiple vetted charities—
and more than ever, nonprofits like ours are counting on this generosity.

« Choose Carpenter’s Shelter! Our CFC number is #87293 and our United
Way number is 8228.

« Complete your pledge form. Payroll deduction, the most popular option,
lets you spread your gift across the year with ease.

« Keep a copy for your records. All donations are tax-deductible.

Every gift helps children, women, and men in Alexandria move from
homelessness toward stability. Join thousands who give year-round and help us
build a brighter future—one paycheck at a time.

>CFC

Combined Federal Campaign

Interested in volunteering at Carpenter's Shelter? Come to our Volunteer
Recruitment Day!

Hear from Shannon Steene, Executive Director, volunteers and attend a Volunteer
Orientation Session at 10:00 am. Learn more about becoming a meal provider or
meal server and take a tour of the shelter.

Where: The Hoffman Center, 930 North Henry St. Alexandria, VA 22314
When: Saturday, September 27
Time: 10:00am - 12:00 noon

RSVP to JStrand@CarpentersShelter.org or show up with family and friends
on September 27th.
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