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Hurry and get your tickets! Carpenter’s Cook-Off

2025 is on Sunday, October 19" from 12 noon to
3 pm at The Birchmere.

Restaurant, Caterer, and Bakery Tastings
Live Music by DJ Infinite Sounds

Live and Silent Auctions

Raffles

Family Fun

Get Your Tickets Now!




Ticket Prices

Regular (September 1 — October 17): $75 Adults (13+) | $25 Children (ages
12 and under)

At-The-Door (October 19): $100 Adults | $30 Children

Carpenter’s Cook-Off Co-Chairs: Val Hawkins Award Winner:

Neil Gillespie and Nancy DiPaolo Jennifer Poersch, Board Alum

CELEBRITY

Emily Hoang, Food Influencer
Take a look at some videos by our Celebrity Judges!

Chef Michelle and Chef Christophe Poteaux, Owners of Bastille

Chef Brian Lacayo, Continues Arcade

RESTAURANTS, "WL1{:1-¥
DATE

Carpenter's Cafe, Common Hearth Bakery, Continues Arcade, Dishes of India,
Hank's Pasta Bar, Hard Times Cafe, Landini Brothers, Mindy's Catering, Nando's
Peri-Peri, Pop-Up Pastries, Pork Barrel BBQ, RedRocks Neopolitan Bistro, Royal
Restaurant, Rocklands BBQ, Ruby's Jamaican Kitchen, Tequila and Taco, Union
Street Public House, The Warehouse, The Wharf, What The Chef.

Preview some of the Restaurants, Caterers and Bakeries that are participating at
Carpenter's Cook-Off 2025!

The Wharf | What The Chef | Common Hearth Bakery | Dishes of India | The
Warehouse

and
CONNUNEG

Your Exclusive Sneak Peek at the Carpenter's Cook-Off 2025 Auction!

The Carpenter's Money Jar



Back by popular demand! With just one raffle ticket, you could walk away with a
jar full of cold, hard cash. It’s a fan favorite for a reason—don’t miss your chance
to win big!

Gianni Chiarini Leather Handbag from Serafino

Step up your accessory game with this sleek, modern Italian handbag from
Gianni Chiarini. Crafted from premium leather and curated by local boutique
Serafino, it's the perfect blend of elegance and everyday function. Whether you're
heading to work or out on the town, this stunning piece will elevate any outfit.

Aged to Perfection: The Veronneau & Vino Experience

Host an unforgettable evening with this perfectly paired package. Treat your
guests to a private 60-minute performance by award-winning jazz

duo Veronneau, known for their sultry vocals and global sound. Pair the mood
with a Wines for Humanity private tasting for up to 18 guests, led by a personal
Wine Advisor. And to complete the indulgence, you'll receive a $200 Cheesetique
gift card to craft a gourmet charcuterie spread. Music, wine, and artisan cheese—
aged to perfection.

With raffle prizes, silent gems, and unforgettable live auction experiences, there’s
something for everyone at this year’s Cook-Off. 100% of proceeds support

Carpenter’s Shelter’s life-changing programs—so bid high, have fun, and make a
lasting impact!

THANK YOU
@

Amazon, Passport Auto, PCSI, Virginia Housing Development Authority
(VHDA), Atlantic Union Bank, Inova, L& M Management LLC, Modera
Wealth Management, Whiting-Turner Company, The Zebra Press,
Brainseed Testing, Deepsight, John Marshall Bank, The Goodhart Group,
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, Nauticon Office Solutions, Nexus
Direct, The Russell Group, State Farm, and The UPS Store - Old Town.

THANK YOU

We'd also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our amazing 2025 Cook-Off
Host Committee, a passionate circle of individuals who go above and beyond in
their support for Carpenter's Shelter.

Feast: Nosh: Nibble:

Michael Bogdanow Meghan and Patrick Adron Krekeler

K.K. Das Family Hendy Ann and Chris McMurray
Nancy DiPaolo Mike and Joy Lyden Meg Milroy

Katherine McCarron and Ernie Pickell and Bridget Simone Putnam

Ben Neaderland Donohue

Mary Regan Ray and Maggy Reddy

Mary Stuart Hall Judy Geli Robinson

Shannon Steene
Kristin Teeters



THANK YOU

ABCO Corporation, DKG Promotions, Kea Dupree Photography, Old Town
Crier, Perfect Settings, PJ Relocators, and Wegmans.

Halloween Costume
£ Sponsorship ﬂi

If you would like to donate a Halloween costume to our residents, the sign-up link
is here.

We are also hosting a Trunk-or-Treat in the Alexandria Community Shelter
(ACS) parking lot (2355-B Mill Rd) on Tuesday, October 28th, from 4:30pm
to 6pm. Sign up to decorate the trunk of your car and hand-out treats.

We had a wonderful Volunteer Recruitment Day on September 27th! Attendees
heard from a panel of current volunteers that shared what it is like to serve at
the Front Desk, as a Meal Provider, or Children's Hour. Staff members gave tours
and answered questions about volunteering.

From Left to Right, Clockwise: Bob Douglas Awardee and Volunteer Rick Evans, Wall of Honor
Awardee and Volunteer Elizabeth Bradley, Alessandra Campbell, Children's Hour Volunteer.



Executive Director Shannon Steene leading a tour. Director of Programs Wakeena Corbin and
Housing Stabilization Case Manager Booker Henderson leading tours.

FROM THE DEPARTMENTAL
PROGRESSIVE CLUB (DPC])

The Departmental Progressive Club (DPC) in Alexandria, VA recently awarded
Carpenter's Shelter with their Community Service Award. We are grateful for the
recognition! The DPC’s Community Service Award recognizes individuals and
organizations that go above and beyond in supporting Alexandria’s historically
underserved residents. Awardees are nominated and selected unanimously by
DPC members, reflecting strong community respect and recognition.

Founded in the 1920s amid the vibrant cultural and social changes in Alexandria,
Virginia, and Washington, DC, DPC has cultivated a rich heritage of exclusivity,
professionalism, and brotherhood. Current and/or past members of the club
include many of Alexandria's "First" including the first African American Mayor,
first African American Police Chief and first African American Chairperson of a
School Board. Current members include Living Legends, Lawyers, Clergymen,
several former elected officials and two currently serving elected officials.

From left to right: Charles Sumpter, Departmental Progressive Club, Nancy DiPaolo,
Carpenter's Shelter Board Member and Carpenter's Cook-Off Co-Chair, Meghan Cole,
Development Manager, Carpenter's Shelter.



Carpenter's Cook-Off Required Volunteer Orientation
Thursday, October 9th
6 pm-7 pm

Click this link to join!

Virtual Volunteer Training
Tuesday, September 16th, 6 pm-7 pm.
Click this link to register!

Please note that the Volunteer Application must be completed before training.
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