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The headlines in the news are grim, with SNAP in jeopardy, and hundreds lining
up at food banks in the DMV area during the government shutdown. The safety
net is shrinking for the hard-working families and single individuals that are
struggling to get by.

Carpenter’s Shelter is here, and we are doing what we can to support every
person that comes to our doors. Every dollar donated this Giving Tuesday will
help us serve the more than 900 children, women and men in our programs and
services, helping families and individuals to find employment, secure housing and
take the next steps on a brighter path ahead.

Mark your calendars! Giving Tuesday is on December 2, 2025! Our goal is to
raise $65,000 this year.

And thanks to generous friends, every gift will be MATCHED dollar for dollar until
the matching funds are gone— meaning your kindness can help twice as many
children, women and men experiencing homelessness in Alexandria, Virginia.
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CARPENTER'S COOK-OFF 2025
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Best Savory Dish Best Sweet Dish
and People’s Choice: and Kid’'s Choice:

i
F = |
-

\ " rt ..a 4
. - 4

Congrats to the winners of Carpenter's Cook-Off 2025!

Ruby's Jamaican Kitchen won People's Choice and Best Savory. Pop-Up Pastries
won Kid's Choice and Best Sweet.

From left to right: Members of Pop-Up Pastries and Ruby's Jamaican Kitchen with their
Carpenter's Cook-Off 2025 awards. Live Auction bidding at Carpenter's Cook-Off 2025.

Thank you to all the restaurants, caterers and bakeries that participated this
year!

Carpenter's Cafe, Common Hearth Bakery, Continues Arcade, Dishes of India,
Hank's Pasta Bar, Hard Times Cafe, Landini Brothers, Mindy's Catering, Nando's
Peri-Peri, Pop-Up Pastries, Pork Barrel BBQ, Royal Restaurant, Rocklands BBQ,
Ruby's Jamaican Kitchen, Tequila and Taco, Union Street Public House, The
Warehouse, The Wharf, and What The Chef.



From left to right: Executive Director Shannon Steene speaking at Carpenter's Cook-Off 2025,
Mindy's Catering preparing lobster rolls, silent auction items on display.

Carpenter’s Cook-Off Co-Chairs:

Neil Gillespie and Nancy DiPaolo

Val Hawkins
Awardee

Jennifer Poersch
Board Alum

Our sixth Val Hawkins Award winner is our Board Alum, Jennifer Poersch!

Jennifer Poersch has served at the Board's Vice Chair and led its Development
Committee. Her extensive volunteerism, financial support and advocacy efforts to
raise the profile and visibility of Carpenter's Shelter demonstrate the sustained
commitment that embodies the spirit of the award. Her efforts bring to mind the
two decades of compassion and caring shown by Val Hawkins, for whom this
award is named.

“Carpenter’s Shelter staff helped me
to find a job and an apartment.
Without Carpenter’s Shelter, 1
couldn’t do it. I'm very thankful for

everyone who helped me. I hope that
they can help more people.”

- Faten Sidibay, Community Graduate
Speaker at the Carpenter’s Cook-0ff 2025

Community Graduate Faten Sidibay came to Carpenter’s Shelter with only two
bags for herself and her toddler son. Through the shelter, she was able to find
employment and housing and thrive despite tough language barriers. She
overcame obstacles to obtaining housing, was able to learn English on her own
and is currently working in Virginia.

Thank You to our Amazing Sponsors:

Amazon, Passport Auto, PCSI



Virginia Housing Development Authority (VHDA), Atlantic Union Bank,
Inova, L & M Management LLC, Modera Wealth Management, Whiting-
Turner Company, The Zebra Press, Brainseed Testing, Deepsight, John
Marshall Bank, The Goodhart Group, Morgan Stanley Wealth
Management, Nauticon Office Solutions, Nexus Direct, The Russell Group,
State Farm, and The UPS Store - Old Town.

Thank You Host Committee:

We'd also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our amazing 2025 Cook-Off
Host Committee, a passionate circle of individuals who go above and beyond in
their support for Carpenter's Shelter.

Feast: Nosh: Nibble:

Michael Bogdanow Meghan and Patrick Adron Krekeler

K.K. Das Family Hendy Ann and Chris McMurray
Nancy DiPaolo Mike and Joy Lyden Meg Milroy

Katherine McCarron and Ernie Pickell and Bridget Simone Putnam

Ben Neaderland Donohue

Mary Regan Ray and Maggy Reddy

Mary Stuart Hall Judy Geli Robinson

Shannon Steene
Kristin Teeters

Thank You In-Kind Donors:

ABCO Corporation, DKG Promotions, Kea Dupree Photography, Old Town
Crier, Perfect Settings, PJ Relocators, and Wegmans.

We appreciate our Celebrity Judges!

Emily Hoang, Chef Brian Lacayo (Continues Arcade), Chef Michelle
Poteaux and Chef Christophe Poteaux (Bastille Brasserie and Bar).

Thank you to D] Infinite Sounds, who provided the music during the
event.
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Alexandria Scottish

Christmas Walk Parade

Saturday, December 6th

Carpenter's Shelter will participate in the Alexandria Scottish Christmas Walk
Parade on Saturday, December 6th, 11 am to 1 pm!

Come celebrate with us and walk alongside the Carpenter's Shelter van or give
out candy at the event. Email Volunteer@CarpentersShelter.org to RSVP.



Del Ray Holida
Kick-Off

~ Sunday, December 7th

Carpenter's Shelter will be collecting pantry and toiletry donations at the Del Ray
Holiday Kick-Off on Sunday, December 7th, at 6 pm at the Pat Miller
Neighborhood Square (Mt. Vernon and Oxford Avenues).

We will be accepting travel-size toiletries and non-perishable foods (including
breakfast bars, oatmeal, cereal, ground coffee, Coffeemate creamer, hot sauce,
salad dressing, individual bagged chips, and healthy snacks.)
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DEBRA TRUCHON DANISHEA VALDES BRANDON DORSETT

Senior Dhrector of Programs DMirector of Therapeutic Services Winter Shelter Coordinator

Debra Truchon, Senior Director of Programs

Debra is our new Senior Director of Programs. She is a Master’s-level social
worker with more than 15 years of leadership experience in housing and
homeless services across the DC region. Her expertise spans program operations,
staff supervision, grants management, and community partnerships.

Danishka Valdes, LICSW, LCSW-Director of Therapeutic Services

Danishka is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker (LCSW) and a Licensed
Independent Clinical Social Worker (LICSW) with extensive experience as a
clinical supervisor and behavioral health practitioner. Her professional background
includes working in the arena of mental health and substance use, providing
clinical training and supervision, and conducting program assessments and
compliance reviews.

Brandon Dorsett, Winter Shelter Coordinator

Brandon brings several years of experience in shelter operations, client support,
and community engagement within housing and human service environments.
His background includes direct work with emergency shelter management,
volunteer coordinator, and crisis response-ensuring that individuals experiencing
homelessness receive compassionate, organized, and effective support.




Winter Shelter
is open

November 1st to
April 15th

The City of Alexandria Winter Shelter, also called Hypothermia Shelter, ensures
that individuals and families experiencing homelessness have a warm, clean and
safe environment to retreat from the elements of weather at night.

The Winter Shelter, operated by Carpenter’s Shelter, is open nightly from 7 pm to
7 am regardless of weather from November 1st through April 15th at
Alexandria Community Shelter (ACS), 2355-B Mill Road, Alexandria, VA, 22314,
Eighteen people showed up for the opening of Winter Shelter on Saturday night.
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