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With the snow finally melting hopefully for good, Spring is around the corner!
This year, Spring2ACTion will be on Wednesday, April 22th, 2026, with Early
Giving opening on April 8th.

Your donation means that a family that was once sleeping in their car has a safe,
secure place to call their temporary home until they move into a new apartment.
A single individual with a disability who was homeless is able to move into her
own place after recovering from a medical crisis.

Every financial gift this Spring2ACTion brings hope and encouragement to those
we serve and helps to make an impact in real, tangible ways--whether it is
providing a pack of diapers for a baby, after-school snacks for a child, a night of
shelter for a family or a college or trade scholarship for a resident.
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Rebekah* came to Carpenter’s Shelter with her nine-year old son Luke*. Before
coming to the shelter, they were living in an apartment in Alexandria, VA. A fire
broke out in their apartment building, and everyone who lived in the complex had
to evacuate. Rebekah had only been in her apartment for three months when it
happened and she had nowhere else to go. She and her son were able to come to
the shelter two weeks later.

“We slept at the shelter, had meals, and were able to wash our clothing. We were
able to improve ourselves and use the opportunities Carpenter’s Shelter gave us.”
said Rebekah. "I didn’t have many worries living at the shelter. I was able to
focus on getting my driver’s license and a Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA)
license while I was here. Next, I got a job. Carpenter’s Shelter staff helped me to
stand on my own two feet.”

Luke loved being at Carpenter’s Shelter. Outside, he would play soccer in the
courtyard and run around the playground area. Inside, Luke was able to use the
computer lab or read books in the library. He got along with the other children in
shelter. “The only thing Luke asked was that I not tell other people, like his school
friends, that we were living in a homeless shelter. He didn’t want me to tell
anybody.” said Rebekah.

“Carpenter’s Shelter is a good place.” said Rebekah. "I have no family in the area.
I consider the whole Carpenter’s Shelter staff as my family. This shelter is the
cleanest place I've seen. I'm just very thankful for this place and the love the
staff gives to me and my son.”

Rebekah and Luke were able to move into a two-bedroom apartment in Arlington,
VA after being at Carpenter’s Shelter for four months. Through the Rapid Re-
Housing process, Carpenter’s Shelter covered three months of rent and Rebekah
paid a certain percentage.

"I'm a single mom.” said Rebekah. "My goal is to make sure that my son is
successful, that he gets the right education and the right opportunities. I hope
that he can achieve his dream of becoming a professional soccer player
someday.”

"I also want to pursue my education to become a medical nurse so that I can
help people.” said Rebekah. "I just finished my certification and got a job as a
Certified Nursing Assistant but the bigger dream is to become a full-time medical
nurse.”



*Names have been changed for privacy reasons.
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Save the Date!

Our third annual Luxury Swag Bingo will be held on Saturday, July 11th,
from 6 pm to 9 pm at the Amazon HQ2 headquarters in Arlington,
Virginia! The event is a convenient 10-minute walk from either Pentagon City or
Crystal City metro stops.

There will be luxury prizes for men and women, silent auction and raffle items to
win and delicious appetizers and an open bar.

Keep an eye out for the announcement of when tickets go on sale. It's a new
date. It's in the evening. It's at HQ2--plan on an amazing and fun night out on a
date or with friends.
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Spring2ACTion brings a different atmosphere inside the Shelter. There is a
steady rhythm to the day. Staff refresh the giving page between conversations;
gifts come in one after another, the total rises, and the momentum is felt
throughout the building. It is a visible reminder that the community is standing
together.

For the families and individuals staying with us, that response carries real
weight. Many have arrived during some of the most difficult seasons of their
lives, when stability felt just out of reach. Seeing neighbors step forward
reassures them they are not alone in the storm but surrounded by
protection, warmth, and encouragement as they work toward a brighter,
more independent future.

Matching gift donors help extend that protection. When a match gift is
announced, generosity gains momentum. Donors respond more quickly and often
give more, knowing their support will be multiplied. One leadership commitment
can strengthen the entire day and widen the coverage that supports our
residents.

Last year, match donors helped shape the outcome by multiplying every
contribution that followed. This year, as more neighbors seek safety and stability,



there is still time to step forward and lead.

If you are interested in serving as a Spring2ACTion matching gift donor,
please contact Monise W. Quidley at MQuidley@CarpentersShelter.org or
(703) 548-7500 ext. 203.

Thank You
Springfield
chapter of N
Quilters
Unlimited!
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We are grateful to the Springfield chapter of Quilters Unlimited for their generous
donation of beautiful quilts for our residents! We received a laundry cart full of
quilts for adults and children.

Pssht! You will get a chance to bid on and take home one of the quilts at Luxury
Swag Bingo in July 2026! The vibrant and hand-made quilt is valued at $300.

Sock Donations
from
Sigma Alpha

Chapter of
Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority,
Inc

Thank you to the Sigma Alpha Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. for
donating boxes full of new socks for the children and women at Carpenter's
Shelter! Alpha Kappa Alpha recently held a conference in Tysons Corner, and
participants generously donated socks for the shelter.
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