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This winter it has felt unusually cold. As I bundle up, I am thinking more and
more about how we can help more families and individuals stay out of the biting
cold. The temperatures have dropped, and while walking or driving, you'll see
someone that is homeless on the sidewalk in our Alexandria neighborhoods.

Where can this person go for warmth when the temperatures continue to drop
and fewer public spaces are available? That question is why we operate the City
of Alexandria’s Winter Shelter every night from November through mid-April.
While at Winter Shelter, we’ll encourage them to reach out to the City of
Alexandria’s Homeless Services Assessment Center (703-746-5700) to join the
waitlist to enter one of the year-round shelters that we operate, if that is needed.
If we can connect them to other options, we’re glad to do that, too.

It's a patchwork of solutions. The greatest and most ideal solution would be if
there were permanent housing that they could easily and affordably access. Their
need for immediate relief from the freezing cold outside would quickly lead to
sleeping in their own bed in their own home. While we are not there yet, we are
still bridging the gap so that something wonderful can happen to someone
experiencing homelessness.



We are so grateful to everyone in our community who has donated or
volunteered--truly making a difference in the lives of those we serve. We are
helping one single individual, one family at a time, to find hope in what comes
next when the path is winding and full of the unknown.

With appreciation,
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Shannon Steene,

Executive Director
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A Children’s
Christmas 'F’at‘fy

Thank you so much to our Board member, Nicole Bradley, and her team at
Amazon Web Services, The Russell Group and Board Alum Michelle Millben for
hosting a wonderful Christmas party for our children in shelter!

The children and their families were able to enjoy a holiday dinner, Christmas
cookies, live music and a special movie.

From left to right: Board member Nicole Bradley and Board Alum Michelle Millben stand with
the children in shelter. Michelle Millben sings Christmas songs with a guitar. The children were
able to take festive photos and decorate their own Christmas cookies. Santa gave big hugs to
all of the children that put smiles on their faces.



Thank You
US Senate
Federal Credit
Union!

We thank the United States Senate Federal Credit Union (USSFCU) for donating a
$10,000 gift to Carpenter's Shelter! Their staff also hosted a Winter Coat Drive
for Carpenter's Shelter, donating two large boxes full of adult-size coats.

Did you see the podcast? Watch the USSFCU interview with Executive Director
Shannon Steene and Development Manager Meghan Cole.

Thank You +
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We greatly appreciate our volunteers who helped to wrap Christmas presents for
children in shelter on December 21st! You are the best!!

A special thank you to everyone who donated toys through our Amazon Wish List
or by dropping off at the shelter.

You all made this holiday very special for the families we serve this Christmas!
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From left to right: Residents browse and select Christmas gifts to give to their children. At
David's Place, volunteers wrap and label the selected Christmas gifts for residents.



Thank You
Edgesource
Corporation

for your
Christmas toy
donations!

Members of Edgesource Corporation and Wakeena Corbin, Director of Programs at Carpenter's
Shelter, pose with Christmas toy donations.

We are very grateful to Edgesource Corporation, who donated three carts full of
Christmas toys for the children in shelter, as well as one cart full of diapers.

' Val Hawkins
Awardee
Jennifer
Poersch

From left to right: Shannon Steene, Executive Director of Carpenter's Shelter presents the Val
Hawkins award to Jennifer Poersch, a Board alum who has done so much for Carpenter's
Shelter, raising funds and awareness for the shelter as our Development Committee Chair.

Combined Federal Campaign (CFC)

is extended until January 31st!

CFC Giving Period Extended

There’s still time to make an impact through the Combined Federal Campaign
(CFC). The 2025 CFC giving period has been extended through January
31, 2026, offering federal employees and retirees additional time to support the
causes they care about.

By choosing Carpenter’s Shelter, your CFC pledge—financial or volunteer time—
helps strengthen programs that support children, women, and men experiencing
or at-risk of homelessness on their path toward stability.

« Select Carpenter’s Shelter using CFC number #87293.

« Give through payroll deduction or a one-time gift.

« All contributions are tax-deductible.



Thank you for using your CFC pledge to help create a more hopeful future, right
here in our community.

ttra]-i (:li
CONNNGE

Support Carpenter’s Shelter Year-Round as a Shelter Helper

Shelter Helpers play a vital role in sustaining Carpenter’s Shelter’s work year-
round. Monthly giving provides a reliable, consistent source of support that
allows us to plan thoughtfully, respond effectively, and continue delivering
comprehensive services for our neighbors experiencing or at risk-of
homelessness.

« Support what works. Ongoing gifts strengthen the shelters, case
management, and supportive services that help families and individuals move
toward stability.

« Convenience. Sign up, Set it and Forget it.

« Give with ease. Monthly donations are flexible and can be adjusted or
cancelled at any time.

« Receive an End-of-Year acknowledgement letter indicating total for the
year.

« Ability to purchase discount tickets to Carpenter's Shelter special events.
« Make a lasting difference. Consistent support helps ensure our programs
remain strong and responsive throughout the year.

As a Shelter Helper, you join a community of supporters who believe in steady
progress, long-term solutions, and showing up—month after month.

Become a Shelter Helper today: go to the donation form, select "Reccuring
Donation" and enter the amount you would like to give each month.

ICHAEL SHIELDS

November 1, 2025
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Michael Shields, our former Permanent Supportive Housing Case Manager,
recently passed away on November 1, 2025. He will be known as a dedicated
individual who deeply cared about the clients he helped every day at Carpenter's
Shelter. He will be truly missed.



THANK
YOU

DENTAL INNOVATIONS OF VA
(FENWICK FOUNDATION)

Thank you to Dr. Yong J. Lee and his team from Dental Innovations of Virginia for
coming to The Hoffman Center to serve uninsured shelter residents with oral
exams, X-rays, cleanings, simple extractions, cavity fillings, dental scaling and
root planning, and other dental procedures. This free dental clinic was provided
by The Fenwick Foundation.



Virtual Volunteer Training
Tuesday, January 20th, 6 pm-7 pm.
Click this link to register!

Please note that the Volunteer Application must be completed before training.
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