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Daniel* lived in an apartment in Alexandria with his wife, Maria* and his two children.
Their daughter Sara*was two, and their autistic son Miguel* was four years old. Daniel
would drive overnight as a chauffeur in a black truck that belonged to the company,
working from 6 pm to 3 am, transporting clients to special events while Maria watched the
kids at home.

The relationship between Maria and Daniel became rocky, and they separated. Daniel
was left alone with the children. After two months of short, sporadic jobs and a friend
watching the kids for a couple hours here and there, Daniel asked Maria to watch the
children during the day while he worked overnight. “We ended up being homeless and
losing our apartment. We had to put our pride aside and focus on the kids.” said Daniel.

“We were living in hotels for almost three months. I was getting gigs throughout the day,
doing DoorDash to at least make $100 so that I could pay for a hotel room for a night.
Sometimes, we wouldn’t have enough money for a hotel so my family and I would sleep
in my work car.”

They tried to survive--to save up for a security deposit for an apartment, but it was difficult
because Daniel did not have stable income.
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“Sometimes, Maria and I would not eat and just buy something for the kids to eat—like a
hamburger or cheeseburger from McDonald’s.” said Daniel.  “We did that, but the vehicle
wasn’t mine a hundred percent and it belonged to my company. I couldn’t do as much as
I would have because it wasn’t my vehicle.”

Daniel eventually called Carpenter’s Shelter. Once Daniel and his family were able to get
into the shelter, he started looking for a day job and was able to find full-time work doing
maintenance and housekeeping.

“It’s been a struggle and Ms. Wakeena [Director of Programs at The Hoffman Center]
referred me to a job close to the shelter and I got hired.” said Daniel. With help from his
case manager and housing locator at Carpenter’s Shelter, Daniel was able to get
approved for an apartment.

Daniel and his family are now living in their apartment in Arlington, Virgina. His future goal
is to purchase furniture for their apartment because they do not have a sofa, a dining
table or chairs. Daniel thinks it would be nice to have a movie night on the couch with the
family, so being able to afford new furniture is a priority for him. He wants his kids to see
a better future. Daniel and Maria welcomed a new baby girl, *Guadalupe, who is now 8
months old.

*Names have been changed for privacy reasons.

At Carpenter’s Shelter, we offer more than a roof overhead. We offer the gift of being
known. Every person who walks through our doors is called by name, their story is valued,
and their potential is honored. But we can’t do this without you. Your generosity makes it
possible for us to provide essential resources that help our neighbors rebuild their lives
with dignity and stability.

Your donation provides meals, shelter, and lasting support.

Donate Today: CarpentersShelter.org/BeingKnown

From left to right: Jan-Michael Sacharko, Director of Development, Doorways for Women and Families and
Jo Strand, Development and Volunteer Coordinator, Carpenter's Shelter receive monetary donations from
Congressional Sports for Charity.

Thank you to Congressional Sports for Charity for your generous donation of a $15,000 grant to
Carpenter's Shelter!
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We will be hosting a Holiday Market on Sunday, December 21st, where our residents can
"shop" for Christmas gifts for their children and have it wrapped on site.

To donate a Christmas gift for our children in shelter by December 15th:
CarpentersShelter.org/ChristmasWishList

Interested in volunteering to help wrap presents at the Holiday Market? Contact Jo Strand,
Development and Volunteer Coordinator at JStrand@CarpentersShelter.org.

This winter, help us bring warmth to those in need by donating new coats in adult and children’s
sizes.

We also welcome new hats, gloves, and scarves to keep our community warm from head to toe.
Whether you shop from our Amazon Wishlist or send a coat directly to Carpenter’s Shelter at 930
North Henry Street Alexandria, VA 22314, each donation makes a meaningful impact. You are also
welcome to collect coats and coordinate a drop-off with us.

Winter Coat Amazon Wish List:
CarpentersShelter.org/WinterCoatDrive

Deadline: Please donate new adult and children's coats to Carpenter's Shelter (930 North Henry
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314) by December 15th so that we can ensure that our residents can
keep warm during the coldest months of winter.

For questions about the coat drive, please reach out to us at Volunteer@CarpentersShelter.org.

Members of Macuda DMV and Jo Strand, Development and Volunteer Coordinator at Carpenter's Shelter
hold up donated coats.
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We are grateful to Macuda DMV, who recently dropped off three huge bags of winter coats for the
adults and children at our shelters!

Alexandria Scottish Christmas Walk:

Carpenter's Shelter will participate in the Alexandria Scottish Christmas Walk Parade on
Saturday, December 6th, 11 am to 1 pm!

Come celebrate with us and walk alongside the Carpenter's Shelter van or give out candy at the
event. Email Volunteer@CarpentersShelter.org to RSVP.

Del Ray Holiday Kick-Off:

Carpenter's Shelter will be collecting pantry and toiletry donations at the Del Ray Holiday Kick-
Off on Sunday, December 7th, at 6 pm at the Pat Miller Neighborhood Square (Mt. Vernon
and Oxford Avenues).  

We will be accepting travel-size toiletries and non-perishable foods (including breakfast bars,
oatmeal, cereal, ground coffee, Coffeemate creamer, hot sauce, salad dressing, individual bagged
chips, and healthy snacks.)

Families and individuals at both The Hoffman Center and Alexandria Community Shelter (ACS)
enjoyed a wonderful Thanksgiving meal because of Rx Catering.

Virtual Volunteer Training

Tuesday, December 16th, 6 pm-7 pm.

Click this link to register!

Please note that the Volunteer Application must be completed before training.
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