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November e-News
930 N. Henry St. 
Here We Come!
Despite a two-week delay, we’re on
target to move into our new building
and we can hardly wait!
 

 It’s hard to believe, but this whole process started about
seven years ago when some very forward-thinking
individuals proposed that Carpenter’s Shelter build its own
space. That’s right, these individuals first started the journey
to build a new building to occupy the spot where the current
shelter will be located back in 2012. That journey, to finance,
develop, and build a purpose-built space has been long and
fraught with all kinds of distractions and dangers (COVID-19
being one of them). Yet through it all, Carpenter’s Shelter has
never closed its doors or stopped helping those who ask for it

By now you should all know the story of how Carpenter’s
Shelter came into being and how it wound up living in many
different spaces, like a church basement, a private home, an
old Department of Motor Vehicles building, and a shuttered
defunct shopping mall. With each step in this growth story
however, Carpenter’s increased its ability to handle the
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Quick Calendar
November 11th & 12th:
Carpenter's Shelter will be
moving to our new location
at 930 N. Henry St.
Alexandria, VA 22314

 
November 17th: Volunteer
Orientation! Please join us
for our monthly volunteer
orientation. If you would like
to attend, join our
Community Relations
Manager Jamila Smith
between 6:00-7:00 pm on
Zoom by clicking here.

November 26th
Thanksgiving Day!!

December 1st: 
 Make sure to take part in

Giving Tuesday to benefit
Carpenter's Shelter!

_____________________

Giving Tuesday
is December 1st!

This may be our most
important Giving Tuesday
yet. This year the reasons
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growing need for housing the homeless of Alexandria,
Virginia.

When we move back to the new shelter on N. Henry St. we
will be moving, for the first time, into a brand new purpose
built building with adequate space to do our business. That
business being? The job of ending homelessness. Think
about that for a moment... let it sink in. In the almost 30 years
that Carpenter’s Shelter has been in existence, it has always
been located in an after thought of a space. It has always
been shoe horned into sites that weren’t built to
accommodate it. More importantly as Carpenter’s has been
growing and helping with homelessness the amount of
available affordable housing has actually dropped. 

To help fight this trend and to put more affordable housing
back on the market Carpenter’s Shelter’s new building will
feature 97 affordable units. These new modern units will
house anywhere from 1 to 8 people and will be within
walking distance of all that Alexandria has to offer. We’re
looking forward to moving into our new building and we’re
proud of all of the potential it has to offer in the future.

         _____________________________________

Take Out to Give Back
was a big success!
Thnak you

Carpenter's Shelter's first ever virtual event was
a resounding success! Click here to see a the
event video.

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for homelessness are
magnified. More people than
ever are finding themselves
at food banks, unemployed,
living on the streets... and at
Carpenter’s Shelter’s doors..

Giving Tuesday - which is
jthree and a half weeks
away - is a global day of
giving back, an answer to
commercialism of Black
Friday and Cyber Monday...
and a way to give back after
celebrating our blessing on
Thanksgiving. Because
Giving Tuesday is so
important, we’ve set our
biggest goal yet:$20,000!

Plus, we’ve got fantastic
news: Between now and
midnight on Giving Tuesday,
Kris Keydel, one of our major
donors, along with other
anonymous donors, will be
matching every gift, dollar for

 dollar — up to $12,000! Will
you help us meet our goal? 

____________________

 

Ribbon Cutting!

Mark your calendars now for
our opening ceremony!

http://carp.convio.net/site/R?i=NXfc7pCUWYKpc0MQ4GRqiGW8SeCO2gJACKP7zEFoGpdzfl0shhXquA


7/16/2021 Carpenter’s Shelter

carp.convio.net/site/MessageViewer?em_id=4302.0&pgwrap=n 3/4

It started on time and featured many of our constituents such
as volunteers, members of the board of directors, staff and
55 viewers! The program featured video clips of our
restaurant partners, an interview with a current Carpenter's
Shelter resident, and had a walk through of our new building
still under construction. 

We exceeded our budget expectations and everyone in
attendance considred it an enjoyable event! Thank you
to our Host Committee Sponsors ticket purchasers and
"restaurant partners" that helped make our first virtual
event a resounding success. 

         _____________________________________

...and counting!
Lemonade and Cookies for a Cause

In September, a neighborhood came together to raise money
for a cause. Catie Poersch and her sister Claire Poersch –
local Alexandria residents – spearheaded a neighborhood
effort to raise money for those in need. We thank them for
choosing Carpenter’s Shelter!

Starting with a friendly competition with the boys across the
street to see who could have the best lemonade stand, the
girls came together and set up shop on the side of the road.
They made their best lemonade and sweet treats and let
everyone know that they were open for business. As word
spread, they were joined by even more helping hands and
plenty of individuals that were excited to grab a refreshing
glass of lemonade.

Selling lemonade for 50 cents and treats for $1 – they were
able to raise over $100 from their stand! After raising the
money, the girls decided they wanted to donate their
earnings to a charity, rather than keep the money. As Claire
said, “I’m just really happy we raised the money for charity,
and it was really fun. I think my neighbors really enjoyed it as
well.”

Claire, Catie, and 
 thier team of helpers set an example for 

 our community; they 
 used competition 

        

Thursday 
 December 10th

 11:00 am - 12:00 noon

 ___________________

 A Carpenter's Shelter
Resident Interview

Here is a brief disucussion of
how Carpetner's Shelter has
helped Landon L. move from
homeless to housed. 

  
Click here for the interview. 

 ___________________

Welcome to
 New Staff Members! 

Over the past few months
we've added several new
staff members to the team:

 

Katie Boyle 
 Housing Stabilization Specialist

 Brian Christianson-Diver
 Housing Stabilization Specialist

http://carp.convio.net/site/R?i=Lm78o3J4M_zGPCCOir6CDnwoRqXK_kFlMVB-0bn0YRO_Xuq2TZn_fw
http://carp.convio.net/site/R?i=87-cimH9L4Jp6B_ce64Qe-RoV1wfqos5fXTgx1-mLFgQCzhyL2oqaA
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to work together, 
created fun and 
joy for their
neighborhood, and
used their hard 
work to benefit the
homeless. Especially
during these uncertain
times and as the
weather begins to
cool, contributions like
these are vital to the homeless community and the work we
do to support individuals at Carpenter’s Shelter. The children
are our future!!

If you or someone you know is interested in giving to
Carpenter's Shelter this Holiday season, learn more at web
site or contact our Development Associate Sienna Brown if
you’d like to help in some way!

Victor McKnight
Housing Stabilization Specialist

We welcome them all and
wish them success in their
new positions.
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